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Nearly 2.2 million people = 2 * Brisbane

212, 000 Jobs – ultimate

300,000 people

Growth Centres combined = ½ Brisbane

Richmond

200,000 people

10  Bangaroo developments
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We are here

3.3 million TEUs

“High growth” scenario Port Botany EIS 2003

6.5

3.9 million TEUs

Freight Infrastructure  Advisory Board (2005)

MIC is now using the                  predictions but has forgotten to tell the government 

that the growth rate is actually  much lower!!!!!! 

We suspect the inflated estimates were for the Sale of Port Botany.

3 years behind “Low growth” scenario  -- 3 years after publishing the report

5.6 million TEUs

MICL community information sessions 2013

19.7 million TEUs extrapolated from SIMTA EIS
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Port Newcastle

Port Macquarie

Canberra

Narooma

Port Botany

Port Kembla

Orange

Bathurst

Mudgee

Gulgong

Muswellbrook

Singleton

Scone
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Newcastle has a “cap”

Monopoly for Port Botany

Port Newcastle

Port Botany

Port Kembla



Port Botany

Existing truck movements for Import Customers (from Port Botany)

overlayed on the Draft Broader Sydney Employment Area  Structure Plan

Minto – planning to expand

Eastern Creek

Badgerys Creek

Destination of growth

45% of current Port Botany truck destinations

Moorebank

Rail: 34 km

Enfield – yet to be opened

Moorebank: unload + reload

1,500,000 TEUs = ¾ of current Port Botany freight

Moorebank does not serve the freight market

2,400,000 truck trips @ $25 = $60 mill per year
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Port Kembla



Maldon – Dombarton line – almost completd – stopped – now starting again 

Passenger line being planned



Passenger line being planned

Badgerys Creek (Southern Intermodal) 

Eastern Creek

Airport



Port Kembla

Port Newcastle

Port Botany
Badgerys Creek (Southern Intermodal)

75% of current Port Botany freight (expected)

Eastern Creek

45% of current Port Botany freight

120%

Greg Cameron

If rail infrastructure is in place

Do the next step: – close Port Botany + free up rail network + expand Sydney Airport

Privately funded railway line
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South Western 

Freeway (M5)

not yet built

At the time of planning for Moorebank Intermodal this transport map was available

Georges River Parkway

not yet built

Moorebank

Intermodal

Rail spur line into the 

Army base existed 

Late: 1970’s



At the time of planning for Moorebank Intermodals this transport map was available

Moorebank

Intermodal

Buffer Zone

In the original plan, there was a large buffer zone surrounding the Intermodal on both sides 

of Georges River

Residential

In 2002 Federal Government sold part of this Army land for residential purposes. 

Now Wattle Grove has a shopping centre and a lake with many young families. 

Industrial
Residential

Residential

Residential



Moorebank International 

Technology Park





At the time of planning for Moorebank Intermodals this transport map was available

Moorebank

Intermodal

Buffer Zone

In the original plan, there was a large buffer zone surrounding the Intermodal on both sides 

of Georges River

Residential

In 2002 Federal Government sold part of this Army land for residential purposes. 

Now Wattle Grove has a shopping centre and a lake with many young families. 

Current planning

Almost 20 years ago, the Sydney Airport Noise Amelioration Program cost $300 million

Industrial
Residential

Residential

Residential

Nearest houses are close to the boundary: Wattle Grove: 230 m (Delfin Dr) Casula: 280 m 

(Rushton Pl, Buckland Rd, St Andrews Blvd, Lakewood Cres). 

Trains squeal! Newspaper articles refer to noise 3km from Port Botany.



At the time of planning for Moorebank Intermodals this transport map was available

Georges River Parkway

still not built

Moorebank

Intermodal

Because this link has not been built, Liverpool has serious traffic congestion issues



M5 Bridge:                 110,300

Moorebank Intermodal

Light Horse Bridge:     38,800

Total:                          149,100

Sydney Harbour Bridge:   160,000   







Necessary upgrades identified by

• Liverpool council

• Bankstown council

• Campbelltown council

• TfNSW

• M5 Widening

• SIMTA’s report itself

Liverpool Roads Require Updating



Deficiencies of the Existing Arterial Road Network – Liverpool City Council

Moorebank 

Intermodal 

Terminal

TfNSW - M5 Bridge needs to be widened before 2016

SIMTA EIS – Intersections with Level of Service F  

with background traffic only

TfNSW – by 2026 roads will at peak hour conditions all day

AAMI (2013) – Australia’s 3rd highest accident hot spot

AAMI (2012) – Sydney’s highest accident hot spot

Pinch point: 6-lane highway – 4-lane bridge

Final EIS Report 19 shows enhanced M5 Access  -- not costed

M5 Widening identified issues

MIC – Liverpool bypass 

Bankstown City Council – SIMTA EIS response

grade separate intersection

Bankstown City Council – SIMTA EIS response

grade separate intersection

Bankstown City Council – SIMTA EIS response

upgrade Henry Lawson Dr

Campbelltown City Council – SIMTA EIS response

Upgrade culvert of Georges River



From these organisations it can be seen that there 

are 34 locations which require attention. Many of 

these are updates on bridges.











Communications with NSW Government 

Regarding Moorebank



1. Future growth in background traffic has been ignored

2. The US Highway Capacity Manual (HCM) 2000 has been used instead of the 2010 HCM

3. Vehicles unable to get onto the network

4. The Hume Highway is stated to have 30% less traffic than it does

5. Poor understanding of basic modelling principles

6. Limited modelling area

7. No warehouse modelling

8. No induced traffic modelling

Communication with NSW Government
NSW Government Planning officials

We questioned why SIMTA was approved
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3. Vehicles unable to get onto the network

4. The Hume Highway is stated to have 30% less traffic than it does

5. Poor understanding of basic modelling principles

6. Limited modelling area

7. No warehouse modelling

8. No induced traffic modelling

• Clarification of PAC decision:

– 250,000 TEUs

– 400,000 TEU warehousing

– 250,000 TEUs after fixing up the roads

Total   900,000 TEUs = 10% less than original plan

Communication with NSW Government
NSW Government Planning officials

We questioned why SIMTA was approved

Agreed this was the case
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Having the 

intermodal on an 

island makes the 

infrastructure 

costs more 

expensive.

Can the 

government 

really afford to 

build the largest 

intermodal  in the 

Southern 

Hemisphere on 

such a small 

island.

Moorebank 

intermodal



Moorebank 

Intermodal



A possible 1,250 Ha 

of industrial land 

that could be taken 

up for warehousing 

to feed the 

intermodal.

Most of this land is 

outside the island.



Traffic has not 

been studied 

reputably.

The model used does 

not reflect what is 

happening on the 

ground. 

The Director General 

Requirements  implies 

that this traffic does 

not have to be 

studied.



That is traffic that 

goes  between the 

warehouses as a 

result of the 

intermodal.

A change in land use 

means a change in 

traffic. 

• same trucks used 

for different 

warehouses 

• repair of trucks, 

plumbers, 

electricians etc.

• amenities

Induced traffic 

has been ignored 

in the response.
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Deficiencies of the Existing Arterial Road Network – Liverpool City Council

SIMTA EIS – Intersections with Level of Service F  

with background traffic only

TfNSW – by 2026 roads will at peak hour conditions all day

Pinch point: 6-lane highway – 4-lane bridge

SIMTA EIS Report 19 shows enhanced M5 Access  -- not costed

M5 Widening identified issues

Bankstown City Council – SIMTA EIS response

grade separate intersection

Bankstown City Council – SIMTA EIS response

grade separate intersection

Bankstown City Council – SIMTA EIS response

upgrade Henry Lawson Dr

Campbelltown City Council – SIMTA EIS response

Upgrade culvert of Georges River

Sydney’s worst accident spot

M5 Widening 15 km/hr

TfNSW - M5 Bridge needs to be widened before 2016

Campbelltown City Council – SIMTA EIS response

Concerned that this connection will be impassable for residents

SIMTA

Intermodal 

Terminal



If we have time – the economic analysis



In the Base Case: 

Trucks

In the Project Case:

Rail



Base Case
3,300 trucks from Port Botany

Transfer at Moorebank onto delivery trucks

Project Case
Rail from Port Botany

Transfer at Moorebank onto delivery trucks

“Largest contributor to the benefit stream is operating cost savings  resulting from the mode-shift.” (50%)

Then there are the additional benefits from reduced traffic congestion (23%), reduced traffic accidents, etc.

Everything else at Moorebank remains the same

There are even local improvements, less pollution, as there will be no Port Botany trucks operating on Moorebank Avenue.
SIMTA EIS

Transfer to delivery trucks at Moorebank

Delivery trucks to destinations
Delivery trucks to destinations

3,300 trucks from Port Botany

Rail from Port Botany

Transfer to delivery trucks at Moorebank

Delivery trucks from Moorebank

Transfer to delivery trucks at Moorebank

Economic analysis

73% of benefits from mode-shift



Widening in 2029/30 – 15 years from now

Only cost

Page 19

Assumption: Moorebank operates well – served by 3,300 Port Botany trucks a day





The economics has not been done properly

Moorebank Intermodal Terminal does not exist!



Base Case Project Case

Concentrate 

traffic on the 

M5 Motorway 

+ Hume 

Highway 

through 

Sydney’s 

worst accident 

hot spot

Trucks from Port Botany

Rail from Port Botany

Truck to final destinations

Transfer at Moorebank

If SIMTA’s and TfNSW estimates are correct: 

equivalent to 75% of current Port Botany truck traffic

Why was the economic analysis NOT done on these scenarios?

Economic analysis



Port BotanyMoorebank

MIL EIS

Trucks start from Port Botany
Trucks start from Moorebank

M4 toll road operators happy

Double handling of containers

M7 toll road operators happy

Traffic congestion – health – pollution – noise - environment

Base Case: trucks from Port Botany

Project Case: trucks from Moorebank



Word of caution from Infrastructure NSW



Recommendation: Infrastructure NSW recommends that State public funding for additional  

Intermodal capacity in Sydney (including in relation to supporting infrastructure) be minimised 

until there is greater clarity on whether the short-haul freight market is viable.



Rail capacity





Enfield
300,000 TEUs

1,550,000 TEUs

Moorebank

Minto

150,000 TEUs

Yennora

170,000 TEUs

Total = 3,270,000 TEUs

Eastern Creek

500,000 TEUs

SIMTA theoretical limit = 1,996,000 TEUs

By our estimates and knowledge of the Sydney Metropolitan Freight Network, 1.96 million TEUs is at the 

upper limit of rail capacity serving Port Botany – capacity not throughput, i.e. 48 train paths per day = 96 

trains x 84 TEU train capacity, x 80% train utilisation x 364 days – 15% redundancy = 1.996 million
SIMTA EIS Report 20 Appendix G – Freight Demand Modelling.pdf  Page73/79

Practical capacity = 1,000,000 TEUs

Chullora
600,000 TEUs

Rail does not have enough capacity to carry this much freight

With the SIMTA proposal requiring 21-22 paths at its peak, this may severely limit train paths to

other users if no improvements were carried out by ARTC to alleviate this limitation in the next

10 years. This could also limit train paths available for containers bound for other intermodals
SIMTA EIS Report 21 Appendix H - Rail Access Report.pdf Page 6
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Time to Plan

Consider:

- Three-Port policy – reduce long distance freight

- Future freight market – Broader Western Sydney Employment Area

- Improve existing market (Enfield, Minto Yennora)

- Rail and Road capacity

- Undertake proper planning

- Benefit-cost analyses

- Social

- Environmental 


